SECTION 56 HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - NOTICE TEMPLATE
	INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PUBLIC:
1. Fill out the bracketed fields below [like this]. Remove the brackets once completed.
2. Prepare a SEPARATE letter for each individual road you wish to complain about.
3. Do NOT describe the specific defects (potholes, flooding, etc.) at this stage. You only need to allege the road is 'out of repair'.
4. Send this completed Notice via Royal Mail Signed For delivery to the County Secretary at their official headquarters to ensure proof of receipt.



[Your Full Name]
[Your Street Address]
[Your Town / City]
[Your Postcode]
[Your Email Address]
[Your Phone Number]
Date: [Insert Date of Mailing]
The Highways Authority Chief Executive Officer
[Name of County Council / Highway Authority]
[Headquarters Street Address]
[Town / City]
[Postcode]
BY ROYAL MAIL SIGNED FOR DELIVERY
Dear [Chief Executive Name],
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 56 OF THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980
I, the complainant, hereby give you formal notice that the road identified below is out of repair.
I allege that the highway known as [Name of Road], specifically the section located between its junctions with [Name of First Side Road] and [Name of Second Side Road]: (if there are no local junctions, consider using What3words to establish the location)
· is a highway maintainable at the public expense, or a highway which a person is liable to maintain under a special enactment or by reason of tenure, enclosure or prescription; and
· is out of repair.
I hereby serve notice under Section 56 of the Highways Act 1980 upon [Name of County Council or Highways authority] (the respondent), requiring that you state within one calendar month from the date of receipt of this notice whether you admit:
· that the portion of highway referred to above is maintainable at the public expense, and
· that the County Council/Highways Authority, is liable to maintain the said highway.
Please note that under the provisions of the Highways Act 1980, your response must be served in the form of an official Counter-Notice. If an official Counter-Notice admitting liability is received, or if the Council/Highways authority fails to respond within the statutory one-month period, appropriate applications will be made to the Court for an enforcement order to compel the necessary repairs.
Yours faithfully,
_____________________________________
[Your Signature Name]
